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APPEARANCES:

COWM SSI ONERS:
Chri st opher Cook - Chairman
John Collier

Troy G Crow her

ALSO PRESENT:

Denni s Bel court, Deputy Attorney Ceneral
Lynn Hettrick
Yong | nouye
Jerri Conrad
Kinmberly Wiitfield (Via Videoconference)
Dave Coon (Via Videoconference)

| sabel Mota (Via Videoconference)
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SPARKS, NEVADA, THURSDAY, June 15, 2017, 9:00 A M

- 0o-

PURSUANT TO NOTI CE, and on Thursday, the
15t h day of June 2017, at the hour of 9:00 a.m of
said day, at the offices of State of Nevada
Departnent of Agriculture, Sparks, Nevada, before
Janet Menges, a Certified Court Reporter, the

foll owi ng proceedi ngs were had:

CHAI RVAN COOK: Let us convene the
June 15, 2017 neeting of the Nevada State Dairy
Comm ssion, the final neeting | mght add.

M. Hettrick, would you do the honors,
pl ease.

MR. HETTRICK: Yes, sir, M. Chairnman.

This is the tinme and place set for the
regul arly schedul ed neeting of the Nevada State Dairy
Comm ssion for the nonth of June 2017. This neeting
has been schedul ed and noticed in conpliance with the
pertinent statutes, including the Open Meeting Law.

A copy of the agenda has been handed to
the court reporter with the request that it be a part
of the official transcript of these proceedings.

My nane is Lynn Hettrick, the
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adm ni strator for Plant Industry Division of the
Departnment of Agriculture.

Present today are M. Christopher Cook,
chai rman of the Comm ssion; M. Troy G Crow her,
menber of the Comm ssion; M. John Collier, nmenber of
t he Comm ssi on.

Those who present statenents or evidence
to the Comm ssion during this neeting are requested
to first be acknow edged by the chairman and to
identify thenselves for the record.

CHAI RMVAN COOK:  Woul d you proceed to the
first agenda item please.

MR. HETTRICK: The first itemon the
agenda, M. Chairman, is public comment and
di scussi on.

CHAI RVAN COCK:  Ckay.

Is there anybody here fromthe public at
this point who would Iike to nmake a comment or put
anything on the table for discussion keeping in m nd
we W Il have another opportunity at the end of the
neeti ng?

Seeing none let's nove on to nunber 2,
pl ease.

MR. HETTRI CK: Nunber 2 on the agenda,

M. Chairman, for possible action are approval of the
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m nutes of the May 18, 2017 Dairy Conm ssion neeting,
and we just need a notion to approve. |'mnot aware
of any corrections.

M5. I NOUYE: No, there's none.

MR. HETTRICK: None, no corrections.

So we just need a notion to approve the
m nutes as present ed.

COW SSI ONER CROMHER: | will go ahead
and make the notion to approve the mnutes of the
May 18t h, 2017 Dairy Conmi ssion neeting.

COW SSI ONER COLLIER: M. Chairman, |
wi || second that notion.

CHAl RMVAN COOK:  Having a notion and a
second, no dissenting votes, the notion carries and

the m nutes are adopt ed.

MR HETTRI CK: Next, M. Chairnman, on the

agenda is the staff report, and | really don't have a

staff report this tine. Wat | do have and you
should all have in your packet is the pricing, the
mar ket adm nistrator's report, if you have an
interest in going through that again. | don't think
anyt hi ng has changed significantly.

We don't have anything going on, other
than | wll nention, and | don't know if all of you

are aware of it or not, but a long tine ago you
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approved sone noney to do a study on a siding in
Churchill County, as you may recall, to have the
potential that the dairynmen in the Fallon area woul d
be able to buy commobdities by railcar instead of

having to do it by truck, and that kind of seened

like it went away, but in fact | had a gentleman from

the Churchill Econom c Devel opnent Conmm ssi on cone
over about a nonth ago and tell nme that while the
study didn't generate the interest along cane out of
the blue a conpany that wanted a siding and they had
it laying in their hand, the study, and handed it to
them and they have opened that siding and agreed to
allow the dairynen to use it.

So the noney that you spent trying to
hel p devel op that siding actually did help and they
are actually opening that siding and the dairynen
will be getting sone ability to --

CHAl RMAN COOK:  Now, that's just
reopeni ng an exi sting one that was shut down; right?

MR HETTRICK: |I'mnot sure if it was
shut down or it was avail able and they had to add a
spur intoit. | think they may have had to add a
spur intoit and | think this conpany has agreed to
do it, and | frankly don't renenber all the detai

other than to let you know that in fact it actually
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has opened or is opening and they will be able to use
it.

CHAI RMAN COOK: Did the Navy ever have
any interest in junping in on that and taking
advant age of --

MR. HETTRICK: Not that |'m aware of.
What | got fromthe Churchill guy was sinply that he
wanted to | et us know that it hel ped and they
appreciated it, because when they got interest they
had a study that said yeah, here's one, this works,
and they handed it to them and they decided to nove
forward

CHAl RMVAN COOK:  Well, that's great.

MR HETTRICK: So it worked out good.

So that's all | have.

CHAl RMAN COOK: Have you seen anything or
heard anyt hi ng about whether the flooding out in
Mason Valley is inpacting the --

MR. HETTRI CK: Have not.

CHAI RMVAN COOK: -- alfalfa crop?

MR. HETTRICK: | haven't heard anything
that it's --

CHAI RMAN COOX: If there's fl ooding.

MR. HETTRICK: Yeah, if thereis. I|I'm
not aware of any in Mason Valley and the -- and
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you're probably all aware that they dug a giant 15
foot deep trench clear fromnear the Lahontan all the
way out to Stillwater, mles and mles, to drain
water to prevent flooding in the Fallon area and that
apparently is working well, so but | haven't heard
anyt hi ng about fl ooding, no, not aware of any. They
were well aware it was com ng and they were doing a

| ot of work clearing the river and everything, |

know.

CHAI RVAN COCK:  Yeah.

Well, ny question is really |I know a | ot
of that water gets diverted out into sone of those
southern fields in the southern part of the valley
and | was just wondering if it was --

MR. HETTRICK: | heard there was sone
water in the fields, but I don't think it was
considered to be a major issue.

CHAl RMVAN COOK:  They typically have hay
down and in the process of baling, so okay.

MR. HETTRICK: So that's all | have on
staff report, unless anybody has questions?

CHAl RMVAN COOK:  The starling progranf

MR. HETTRICK: Up and running. Avitrol
was doing a webinar, actually | think it's today. |

don't know who signed up or who may have signed up
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for it.

Several of our dairynen, as you know, got
their own permits to -- and training through the
departnent to apply their own Avitrol and that's
wor ked out to be pretty effective. They |ike that.

So while we thought it wasn't going to be
as effective as the federally licensed material, it
seens to have been a pretty effective product for
them So I think we'll see that continue. W'IlIl see
how it goes.

CHAI RMVAN COOK: The Departnent is going
to continue to --

MR. HETTRICK: As far as | know we w ||
continue. | nean we have the revenue. They generate
the revenue. | don't see any reason why we won't
continue that program and it's been in budget now,
it's been there for 4 or 5 years, close to it,
between the federal and the -- so it's been there a
while so | don't see any reason why it won't go on as
part of the budget. W'I|l see how that goes, but no,
| expect it to continue.

CHAI RVAN COCK:  Ckay.

MR. HETTRICK: Al right.

CHAI RMVAN COCK:  Any ot her questions for

M. Hettrick?
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COWM SSI ONER CROMHER: Where do we stand
on getting anot her cow down south?

MR HETTRICK: It's in the budget, paid.
It passed through the legislature, the trailer and
the cow are comng, and in addition to that they gave
us two part-tinme Manpower enpl oyees to take themto
t he school s.

COW SSI ONER CROMHER:  To drag them
around.

MR. HETTRICK: To actually take them
around to the schools or wherever else. |In fact,
Saturday |I'mtaking Molissa to the Rocky Muntain
El k Foundation kids day in Carson Cty, and you can't
believe the calls we get. The day after that she'l
be at the -- at an event in the Livestock Events
Center. | can't think now what it is, but she'll be
at an event in the Livestock Events Center that we
did | ast year.

W have her out at |east a day or two a
week, if we have people to haul her. So with the new
tenp comng for each, we'll get one north and one
south, a tenporary person to take them we'll be able
to hopefully have themout in the schools or in the
community even nore frequently.

O course she has made it to the
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| egi slature the last, | think, three years in a row
and we've got pictures of the Governor and everybody
el se mlking Molissa, all the legislators. It's a
huge draw and so it's been a very popul ar thing and
we're glad to see it going down in the south. W
shoul d see sone nore activity down there.

Yeah, so that's all done, it was in the
budget and it was all passed.

CHAI RMAN COOK:  See, Dave, we take care
of you down there.

MR. COON. Thank you.

MR. HETTRICK: Are we clear down there to
you guys? Can you hear us all right?

MR, COON:  Yes.

MR. HETTRI CK: Because everything you say
back to us is very broken up. So just to let you
know if we kind of ook at you with a funny
expression it's because we're trying to figure out
what you sai d.

MR COON: Well, | was responding to the
Chairman's comrents that they have al ways taken care
of us down here in the industry and ny response was
you al ways have, thank you.

MR HETTRICK: Ckay, all right.

CHAI RMVAN COCK:  Ckay.
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MR. HETTRICK: Ready to nove on?

CHAI RMVAN COOK: Let's nove on.

MR. HETTRI CK: Nunber 4, status of AB 33,
whi ch abolishes the Dairy Comm ssion, anpbngst others,
and transfers the duties. That obviously passed
through the legislature, and again | would just
comrent on that to |l et you know that that had not hing
to do, as you all know, with the work that was done
by the Dairy Comm ssion or anything el se.

I[t's a situation where this has evol ved
to a point that these dairynen don't need protection
on pricing and they don't need, you know, anything
that we could really give them and the |licensing has
becone an adm nistrative function. So it's just
sonet hi ng where you guys did too good of a job and
you wor ked yourself out of one. So that's the way it
goes.

It's a good thing for the public. It's
very inpressive, | wll say, at the |last board
neeting we brought it up and the people who were
there, we said the Dairy Conm ssion worked itself out
of a job, gave rebates, cut taxes, elimnated a | ot
of overhead and the paperwork and so on over the |ast
few years and worked thensel ves out of a job, and

everybody says wow, that's cool, a governnment agency
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that actually gives back noney and works itself out
of a job, that doesn't happen very nuch.

So in many ways |'msad to see it go, but
| think you guys ought to be proud of the work you
did, so good job. So that's where we are on 33.

On nunber 5, M. Chairman, if you're
ready for that, consideration of any other matters
relating to the dairy industry.

CHAI RVAN COOK: Well, | will take this
opportunity, exercising nmy prerogative as the
Chairman, ny rapidly waning prerogative as the
Chai rman, to acknowl edge the contribution that you
made, and |'ve said it many tinmes in the past that
one of the nost fortuitous decisions that we nmade as
a Comm ssion was to hire you as the executive
di rector back in, when was that, 2009.

MR HETTRI CK: Ten.

CHAI RVAN COOK:  2010.

| would also Iike to acknow edge sone of
t he people that have served as Conm ssioners in the
past. Randy Toll man was the chairman when | cane on.
Tom Mora, who becane the chairman after Randy |eft
the state, and then Tom subsequently left and |
becane Chairman. Cbviously Troy and John Collier and

Bob Fletcher, for the brief period of tinme that he
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served, and the list of people that worked for the
Comm ssi on, enployees, and |'"'msure |'mgoing to
forget sone of them but certain people |Iike Anna
Vi ckrey and Mark French and Tom Wbrsac and Gail,
whose | ast nane escapes ne at the nonent.

MR. HETTRI CK: W/ nout h.

CHAl RMVAN COCK: W | nout h, Kat hy Easly,
they all nmade serving in this role very pleasurable
and interesting and enlightening and it's been a fun,
for me, 13 years.

| guess ultimtely, probably we ought to
acknowl edge Governor Cuinn, former now deceased
Governor @uinn for his appointnent or appointing ne
in the first place back in 2014, and then Governor
@ui nn and Governor Sandoval for renew ng those
appoi nt nent s.

So for nme personally it's been a very
I nteresting, educational, eye-opening experience and

|"ve net sone wonderful people and it's been a fun

13 years.

MR HETTRICK: Ckay.

COW SSI ONER CROMHER: | echo what you
said. | especially appreciate the folks in the

I ndustry. We've had sone growmh. W' ve seen

positive things happen in the state over that tine.
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| think |'ve been on just maybe three years shorter
t han Chai rman Cook and, you know, we've seen | think
lots of growh, lots of positive things in the

i ndustry, and | look forward to seeing that increase
and nove forward under the current | eadership and,
you know, what's going to be taking the place, |
guess, of the Dairy Commi ssion, and | do appreciate
serving with all those that Chairman Cook has
mentioned and |'ve learned a |ot.

So t hank you.

COW SSI ONER COLLI ER:  Li kew se, |I'mvery
appreci ative of the opportunity to have to be able to
becone acquainted with this comm ssion and the Dairy
Comm ssion and the Departnent of Agriculture, and
Lynn, you've done a sterling job during ny short
tenure, and Chris and Troy, it's been a pleasure to
get to know you gentlenen and be associated with you
in this endeavor, and | think we've acconplished a
fewthings in the course of it, and thanks to our new
staff nenbers and everybody that has been invol ved
wi th our group, because we've, | think, prospered and
we've made a contribution and it's good to know t hat
we' ve wor ked ourselves out of a job and we've saved
the state sone noney. So that's good.

So thank you all for the opportunity to
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be a part of it.

CHAI RMAN COOK:  Not to be left out in any
of these accol ades, too, is the industry peopl e that
we've had to work with, Dave being one of the
favorites, | think. W've always appreciated your
support, Dave, and wi sh you |luck and good fortune in
the future.

MR. COON:. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

At sone point | do have sone -- if you
will et me know when that should be.

MR. HETTRICK: Al right.

| think what we wll do is, wth your
perm ssion, M. Chairman, we will nove to nunber 6
and then what the Board of Agriculture, when we
presented the results of AB 33 passed resol uti ons and
| would like to read the resolutions into the record.
Actually I will read one, because they are
essentially identical, but they have passed
resolutions and | think then, Dave, it would be
appropriate for whatever comments you would like to
make.

So there's one of these for each of you,
and again I'mgoing toread it into the record and
then we'll give the actual copies to the court

reporter so they can get submtted.
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Board of Agriculture.

VWHEREAS, on August 1st, 2004 Chri st opher

Cook was appointed to the Nevada Dairy Comm ssion by
Gover nor Kenny Gui nn; and

VWHEREAS, Chri stopher Cook served as the
Chai rman of the Dairy Conm ssion; and

VWHEREAS, during his tenure the Dairy
Comm ssi on rebated taxes on three occasi ons and
stream i ned the day-to-day operations of the agency;
and

VWHEREAS, Chri stopher Cook facilitated t
nerger of the Dairy Comm ssion into the Nevada
Departnment of Agriculture in 2013; and

VWHEREAS, because of the subsequent cost
savings, the Conm ssion elimnated all tax on fluid
mlk sold in Nevada, and

VWHEREAS, the Comm ssion funded the
purchase of Moolissa, the nechanical mlking cow, as
an aid to teach children about dairying and the
nutritional value of dairy products; and

VWHEREAS, the Conmm ssion funded a rai
siding study and starling control program which have
enhanced the economic viability of Nevada's dairy
I ndustry; and

VWHEREAS, by early 2017, the dairy

he
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I ndustry in Nevada had evolved to the point that a
formal Dairy Conm ssion was no | onger necessary and
t he Comm ssi oners endorsed Governor Sandoval's
proposal to have the Legislature elimnate the Dairy
Comm ssion and nake the daily operations an
adm ni strative function within the Departnent of
Agriculture; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the State of Nevada Board of
Agriculture, that the nenbers of the Board of
Agriculture express sincere gratitude to Conm ssioner
Chri stopher Cook for his dedication and public
service to the State of Nevada; and be it further.

RESCLVED, that the Director of the Nevada
Departnent of Agriculture prepare and transmt a copy
of this resolution to fornmer Chairman and
Comm ssi oner Chri stopher Cook.

Adopt ed by the Board of Agriculture,
signed by Paul Anderson, Chairman, and wth that
we' ve got actual copies, franmed copies for each of
you.

Jerri, do you want to do then?

M5. CONRAD: That's okay.

MR. HETTRICK: | can hand them out.

M5. CONRAD: That's fine.

VWl l, here is Christopher Cook, and John.
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COW SSI ONER COLLI ER: Thank you, nma'am

M5. CONRAD: And Troy.

COW SSI ONER CROWMHER:  Thank you.

M5. CONRAD: And al t hough on a regul ar
basis | haven't had personally nuch interaction with
the Dairy Comm ssion, |I'mhere, though, to thank you
on behal f of the Nevada Departnent of Agriculture and
Di rector Barbee.

Most of ny involvenent with the
Comm ssi on has been through Lynn and | want to say we
appreci ate your dedication to the industry and |
personally am-- ny background is in outreach and
education. So everything you do to educate fol ks
about the value of the dairy industry as well as the
nutrition that dairy brings to a diet is really close
to ny heart. The paper materials, the Molissa, the
classroomvisits, | think that we're better off from
an agricul ture standpoint because of all you guys
have done.

Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RMVAN COCK:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER CROWMHER:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER COLLI ER: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN COOK: | appreciate that.

MR. HETTRICK: All right, Dave, if you
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woul d |i ke to make sone comments now is a good tine.

MR. COON: | hope you can hear ne all
right. Can you hear ne?

MR HETTRICK: It's alittle fuzzy, but
we can hear you, go ahead.

COW SSI ONER CROMHER:  Qur reporter
m ght have a chal | enge.

MR. BELCOURT: Do you want himto call in
on t he phone.

MR. HETTRICK: Do you have a phone there
and do you want to call in on the phone, if you want
tocall. It mght be better. What is your phone
nunber there?

COW SSI ONER CROMHER:  Dave, if you want
to call ny cell phone | wll put it on speaker.

MR. COON: Wbul d that be okay?

MR. HETTRICK: That's fine.

COW SSI ONER CROMHER:  That m ght be
easi er, either way.

MR. COON: What was that, Troy?

COW SSI ONER CROMHER: (' 702) 401-4024.

MR. COON:  You can here nme okay?

COWM SSI ONER CROMHER:  Yeah we need to
turn down the TV, though.

MR. HETTRICK: Do you want to try it?
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COW SSI ONER CROWMHER:  Ckay.

MR. COON: Can you hear ne okay now?

COWM SSI ONER CROMHER:  Yeah, that's nuch
better.

MR. COON:. |I'mglad you can.

You know -- has given us the opportunity
to kind of reflect. W go back a long way in the
State of Nevada and with the Dairy Conm ssion. W've
had a wonderful relationship through the years,
through the -- with the Conm ssi on.

MR HETTRI CK: Hang on, Dave. W're
sorry. Wiy don't you put it right in front of her.
We can hear okay and we need to nmake sure -- Try one
nore tinme, Dave, because it's been very difficult for
her to hear well enough to record.

MR. COON:. Ckay.

MR, HETTRICK: Try to go slow.

MR. COON:. Ckay.

Sorry for all the trouble, but I am
grateful for the opportunity to express sone
heartfelt feelings toward the Comm ssion and the
State of Nevada.

We have dealt with the Dairy Conm ssion
for many decades. W are very proud of the dairy

I ndustry within the state, proud to be a nenber of it
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and thankful for the oversight, the regul ation that

t he Comm ssion has provided to ensure safe and
heal t hy products for the consunmers of the state and
al so to oversee the marketing strategies of the
dairies to nmake sure that everyone is playing by the
sane rul es, abiding by the sane |aws and so forth,
and in those years you can't help but strike up
personal associations and even though those are built
upon respect and -- for the agency and for the
relationship, the interaction, as | said you build up
personal associations with people that you have to be
grateful for through the years.

So to you, M. Chairman, Chris, John,
Troy, you certainly are representative of all those
that served before and we have had the pl easure of
wor ki ng with.

Lynn, thank you for your contribution
and -- is here, but we just think back on all those
peopl e that have hel ped the industry and have hel ped
a busi ness such as ours and given us the opportunity
to conpete and we are grateful and we want you to
know.

So thank you very nuch and our very best
to you and your famli es.

CHAl RMAN COCK:  Thank you, sir. Sane to
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you.

COW SSI ONER CROMHER: Thank you, Dave.

COW SSI ONER COLLI ER: Thank you, Dave.

MR. COON: Thank you.

W're going to let you turn that -- Can
you hear us all right?

Al right, just wanted to nmake sure you
coul d hear wus.

Unl ess there's anything else |I've got
copies to present to court reporter for our -- of the
resolutions and there's going to be cake and coffee
and mlk in the break room next door, and also all of
you are wel cone here to stay for lunch, if you would
i ke to because of the barbecue that we have in
courtyard later today at 11:30.

So unl ess you have nore, M. Chairman,
that's all | have for the neeting. | do need to say
nunber 6, public comment and discussion if there is
any nore just for the record.

CHAI RMAN COOK:  And | think we've covered
that. Anybody el se want to throw anything out on the
tabl e? Your |ast chance ever, end of an era.

MR. HETTRICK: Be proud. All these
m nutes are going to go in the archives. They wl|l

be there forever.
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CHAI RMVAN COCK: Nobody wi Il ever read
them but --

MR. HETTRICK: You would be surprised. |
thi nk you m ght be surprised. W went back nultiple
tinmes and | ooked at the records when | got involved.

CHAIRVAN COCK:  So if there's nothing
el se for the good of the industry, Dennis, do you
want to say anything?

MR. BELCOURT: Well, I've been the silent
one in all these neetings for the nost part because
t hey have been conducted so well. | appreciate it.
| always enjoy comng here to the Dairy Comm ssion
nmeetings and | think there are a ot of -- you' ve had
attorneys who had nuch nore | ongevity than |, but
| " ve been com ng these for about four years. So
t hank you very much for having ne.

CHAI RMVAN COCK:  Thank you for being our
regul ar guy, our go to guy for -- | guess probably
nam ng nanes fromthe past, it would be appropriate
to acknowl edge Warren Goedert and the contri butions
he nmade for many years as the staff counsel. He was
an interesting guy to nmake the trips back and forth
to Las Vegas with, but we nmade those trips, and of
course Jerry Silver, who was court reporter who was

permanently assigned to us for nmany, many years as
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wel | .

So I"msure |'ve overl ooked sonebody and
| want the record to reflect that it's not
intentional. |It's just the encroaching years that
are gunm ng up the brain synapsis, but at any rate
it's been a fun ride, it's been interesting, and |
have enjoyed it and appreciate all the people that |
have net and friends | have nade and the know edge
that | have gained about the industry and hope the
I ndustry thrives and grows and gets even bigger in
the State of Nevada and the Departnent of Agriculture
runs with it and we can take all those dairynen away
fromCalifornia and nove then over here.

Anyt hi ng el se anybody want to throw on
the table? Seeing nothing for the last tinme the
gavel conmes down on the Nevada State Dairy

Comm ssi on.
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STATE OF NEVADA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF WASHOE )

I, JANET MENCES, a Certified Court
Reporter in and for the County of Washoe, State of

Nevada, do hereby certify:

That | was personally present for the
pur pose of acting as Certified Court Reporter at the

Nevada Dairy Conm ssion Meeting

That said transcript which appears
her ei nbef ore was taken in verbati m stenotype notes by
me and thereafter transcribed into typewiting as
herein appears to the best of nmy know edge, skill and

ability and is a true record thereof.

JANET MENGES, CCR #206, RPR, CP

California CCR # 5785
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COWM SSI ONER CHRI STOPHER COCK

COW SSI ONER JOHN COLLI ER

COW SSI ONER TROY G CROMHER
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