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Appendix N Residue Testing Flow Chart 
 
 

Incoming tankers are screened for antibiotic residues by an approved Industry analyst/supervisor or by a Certified 
analyst/supervisor. 

 

Daily monitoring performed on assays with a reader – checks must be valid before proceeding.  
Positive and negative control reactions are valid for the assay being used. 

 

Sample reaction after initial assay 
 

Negative Initial Positive 
 

 Promptly retest the same initial sample in duplicate, along with a positive 
control and a negative control using the same initial assay.  

After incubation and both controls are valid: 
                                                             

 
No further testing is required. 
Report as “Not Found (NF).” 

Tanker can be processed. 
 

 
If both duplicate 

samples yield a negative 
(NF) result, then 

 

If either one or both duplicate samples give a 
positive result 

 

Presumptive Positive Sample 
Tanker sample must be confirmed and the state 

regulatory must be notified 
 (testing state and state of origin). 

                

Only certified analysts can continue testing beyond this point. 

 

 

Using the same initial sample* 
Promptly analyze a positive control and a negative control along with initial sample on the  

same or equivalent assay (M-I-96-10, latest revision). Optionally, if applicable, retest the reader controls. 
               Note: Controls and duplicate samples can be incubated at the same time, but control reactions must be  
                         determined prior to reading the duplicate samples. 

If all controls are valid for the assay used, then 
 

 

If both duplicate samples give a negative 
result. 

No further testing is required. 
Report as “Not Found (NF).” 

Tanker can be processed. 
 

If either one or both duplicate samples give a positive result - 
 

Screening Positive Sample (Confirmed Load) 
Tanker represented by this sample cannot be processed, retested or 

offered for sale as human food.  
Producer trace back must be conducted. 

 

Producer Trace Back 
Using the same or equivalent assay used to analyze the Confirmed Load (M-I-96, latest revision), promptly test all the 

producers comprising this tanker load along with a positive and a negative control. 
                                                                                                                

Negative  Initial Positive Producer 
                                                                           

 Promptly retest the same initial producer sample in duplicate, 
along with a positive and negative control using the same initial 
assay. After incubation and both controls are valid: 
                  

No further testing is 
required. Report as 
“Not Found (NF).” 

If both duplicate 
samples give a 
negative result. 

 

If either one or both duplicate samples give a positive result – 
Confirmed Producer Sample 

Regulatory Agency notified – testing state and state of origin.  

 

*Presumptive Positive tanker can be re-sampled with the permission of the state regulatory agency prior to load 
confirmation. Records must indicate the reason(s) for re-sampling the tanker and the regulator contacted. 
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